D.E. PAULK
1/18/26
Sunday Message Notes — Better Bible Reading in 2026

Week 2 — Genesis Part 2: Creation / Primeval History (Gen 1-11)

Affirmation: “Today, | commit myself to love God with my MIND. | set my intention to ask
generative questions, not demand clear answers. And, | welcome the Holy Spirit to guide me
into all truth — which is not a destination, but a journey.”

I. Creation ex nihilo (“out of nothing”) vs. Creation ex profundis (“out of the depths / from the
primeval waters”)

Genesis 1:1-5 (NRSVUE) When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was
complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over
the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. * And God saw
that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. ® God called the light

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first
day.

The Priestly account (P) of Genesis 1 describes creation ex profundis, not explicitly creation ex
nihilo. Notice, The deep (tehém) is not created in the text, verse 2 is the starting condition, not
the result of creation. If matter (e.g., water) already exists, Gen 1 accounts God ordering the
world, not creating it. Therefore, creation unfolds by separating, ordering, and naming, not by
calling matter into existence from nothing.

Genesis 1:6-8 (NRSVUE) ® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let
it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters

that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God

called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

Q-What is this dome? There are waters below, and waters above (consider how this might
speak to the flood narrative and to common church phrases “open the floodgates/windows of
heaven”).

*let’s put a pin here — and we’ll tie this back in at the end of this section.

Il. Two different Genealogies (Line of Cain vs Line of Seth)

Gen 4:25 Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, for she said, “God
has appointed for me another child instead of Abel, because Cain killed him.”
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A. Author of Gen. 4 seems to be unaware of Noah or a flood.

1. According to Gen. 5 (P) — Cain and Abel are unnecessary for this specific narrative. Gen. 5 is
picking back up on (P) Priestly account that ended in Gen. 2:4.

Gen 5:1-2 This is the list of the descendants of Adam. When God created humans, he made
them in the likeness of God. 2Male and female he created them, and he blessed them and
called them humans when they were created.

Gen 5:3 When Adam had lived one hundred thirty years, he became the father of a son in his
likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth.

2. Genesis 4 (Cain) is mostly (J) Yahwist source — concerned more with origin narrative. Genesis
5 (which includes Seth as Adam’s son) is the (P) Priestly source — here Cain is not necessarily
erased, but sidestepped for a different focus. What would this be? A genealogy that leads to
covenant survival. The two different genealogies don’t necessarily uncover a contradiction. Yet,
they allow us to see different sources with different goals and different stories to tell.

IIl. The First Sin

Gen 4:6-7 “The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen? 7 If
you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin (hatta’t -to miss the mark)
is lurking at the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it.”

A. Gaining forbidden knowledge vs fratricide (murder).

1. Sin is “lurking at the door” - not within Cain or a permanent condition.

a. What's at stake? Our understanding of the Divine. Are humans expelled from the Garden
(made in the image of divinity) for accessing knowledge (because they become like God)?

b. If God limits our learning capacity and moral awareness, we might deduct that we are
created to obey, not to think.

c. What is the World OF the text (Consider a similar narrative in the Tower of Babel where
God(s) are threatened by human capacity)?

*Notice — Gen. 3 —says “the first sin” as a section title only, but the word sin is not in the story
— a translator negotiates or projects this into the title. The word sin (hatta’t -to miss the mark)
doesn’t show up until the first murder. Is God more concerned with keeping us from knowledge
or with the way we treat each other?
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B. Investigating Cain’s motive.
1. Why does God value Abel’s offering over Cain’s?
a. We don’t yet have any command about first fruits!

b. This preference for animal sacrifice over “the fruit of the ground” is possibly a critique of the
Enuma Elish or Babylonian story “The Dispute Between the Sheep and the Grain” — that was
written in favor of farmers rather than shepherds! Why? Shepherds were nomadic (moved
around and grazed). Farmers stayed on the same piece of land. Shepherds’ animals came onto
the farmers land and ate the farmers grains and vegetables. Thus, God preferring animal
sacrifice might be impacted by farmers influence on the story.

Gen 4:15 Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! Whoever kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold
vengeance.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, so that no one who came upon him would kill
him.

*The “mark of Cain” (which is not specified) has been weaponized against people with dark
complexion. These applications are negotiated into the text, not inherently part of the text.

IV. Original Sin vs Original Blessing

Augustine of Hippo (354-430 CE) vs Pelagius of Wales (ca. 360-430 CE):
A. Augustinian Doctrine of Original Sin and Grace.

1. Original Sin - The doctrine that Adam’s first sin corrupted human nature itself, so that all
humans inherit both guilt and a disordered will from birth, making sin inevitable without divine
grace.

2. Augustinian Grace - given to save us from our depravity / sin nature and positions Jesus as a
savior (e.g., atonement theology, blood sacrifice, crucifixion).

B. Pelagian Doctrine of Original Blessing and Grace.

1. Original Blessing — humans are born morally neutral and fundamentally good, retaining full
free will, with Adam’s sin serving as a bad example rather than transmitting guilt or a corrupted
nature.

2. Pelagian Grace - positions Jesus to remind us of what we have forgotten and reconnect us to
our sacred and divine nature (Colossians 1 — “we were enemies in our minds”).
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C. What’s at stake?

1. If we are innately depraved, fallen, sinful, justifying inhumanity becomes inevitable (Empire
uses the doctrine of Original Sin/human depravity to justify conquest, taking of land, war,
slavery, wealth disparities, and the oppression of the poor).

2. Now, let’s revisit creation ex nihilo (“out of nothing”) and ex profundis (“from the watery
depths”). If God creates from nothing, this can suggest that existing matter is unworthy of
divine interaction and the divine image. This mindset paints God as transcendent and not
intimately involved with humanity. Flood. Disposable.

If everything is sacred (as Irenaeus taught) then what is the purpose of Christ? Jesus becomes,
not a sacrifice for our sin, but a “recapitulation,” a respeaking, a resounding, a reawakening to
what it has forgotten — our “Christhood.”

V. The Noahic Flood (ca. 6"-5" c. BCE, Gen 6-9).

Gen 6:5—-7 YHWH saw that the wickedness of humankind was great on the earth...and YHWH
repented (niham) that he had made humankind on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So
YHWH said, ‘1 will blot out humankind.’

A. God’s repentance is the theological trigger for the flood.

1. The Flood is portrayed as a reversal of Genesis 1.

2. Consider the tension between God’s repentance and trying to maintain an ongoing covenant.
B. ANE Flood Myth Comparanda - Predating the Noahic Flood.

1. Sumerian Flood Story (the earliest, ca. 2600—2300 BCE).

a. The Hero: Ziusudra. Enki warns the assembly of gods, sends a flood. One righteous man
warned in advance. There is construction of a large boat, the preservation of animals, and a
divine blessing afterward.

2. Atrahasis Epic — most conceptually similar (c. 1900-1700 BCE).

a. Hero: Atrahasis. The reason for flood: the gods regret creating humans, wipe out humanity.
One man secretly warned and a boat is built according to divine instructions. Animals are
preserved.

3. Epic of Gilgamesh — best known / Adapted from Atrahasis (c. 1200 BCE).
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a. Hero: Utnapishtim. Global flood and an ark-like vessel with precise dimensions. Animals
brought aboard. Release of birds (dove, swallow, raven). Mountain landing. Divine promise
never to destroy humanity again.

VI. Tower of Babel (Genesis 11 — written 6'-5'" c. BCE).

A. Why would God (or the gods) want diverse languages?
-Gen 11:1 “Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.”

-Gen 11:4 “Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the
heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves” (Hebrew for tower migdala — can be
interpreted as pulpit. Consider the world IN FRONT of the text — how this might speak to the
hierarchy of the modern day pulpit and the chasm creates between the pews and parishioners).

-Gen 11:5-6 “The Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. ¢ And
the Lord said, “Look, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the
beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for
them.

-Is this scribal community painting God(s) as jealous? Insecure?

-Gen 11:7 “Let US go down and confuse their language” (Notice the plural “US” and this
connection to the Gen 1:26-27 and the Divine Council of the gods).

B. ANE comparanda:

1. Enmerkar & Lord of Aratta (Sumerian epic 2100 BCE) — humanity spoke one language and
desired cultural/imperial unity. Enki alters speech so that languages are no longer one.

2. Ziggurat ldeology (Mesopotamian epic 2000 BCE) — built towers as cosmic connectors.

3. Enuma Elish (Babylonian creation epic 1800 BCE) - Gods act collectively (“let us” language)
and we find divine concern over human capacity and autonomy.

4. Atrahasis Epic (1900 BCE) - humanity becomes too numerous/unified, the gods perceive
human activity as a threat and divine action imposes/restores limits on humanity.
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Ending Thoughts: Pelagian theology: Pelagius taught that it is not so much what you believe

about Jesus that matters. The important thing is becoming like Jesus, becoming compassionate.
A “Christ-one,” he said, is one “who shows compassion to all, who feels another's pain as if it
were his own, and who has moved to tears by the tears of others.”

Prayer of Awareness:
“Awake, O my soul, And know the sacred dignity of your being.
Awake to it in every living soul this day.
Honor it, defend it, In heart and mind, in Word and deed.
Awake, O my soul,And know the sacred dignity of your being.

Awake, O my soul, awake.
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