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Sunday Message Notes — Better Bible Reading in 2026

Genesis Part 3 - “The Ancestral History”

Affirmation: “Today, | commit myself to love God with my MIND. | set my intention to ask
generative questions, not demand clear answers. And, | welcome the Holy Spirit to guide me
into all truth — which is not a destination, but a journey.”

Text: Genesis 22:1-19

I. The world BEHIND the text: Where Abram (“Father” of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam)
Comes From Ur (of the Chaldeans — refer to Habakkuk 1:1-2:4)

A. Ur refers to southern Mesopotamia, a major Sumerian/Akkadian city. Why Mesopotamia
matters, Ur was a center of:

1.Ritual sacrifice - was seen as divine appeasement through blood offerings. Abram’s
“background” places him inside the ritual world of Mesopotamian religion, not outside it.

B. Blood, Covenant, and Death in the ANE
1. Blood = life across the ANE.
a. Blood symbolized life-force. Sacrifice was not primarily moral, but transactional.
b. Killing an animal or human enacted divine appeasement.
c. Covenant rituals (Genesis 15), cutting animals in half mirrors Mesopotamian treaty
rituals where we get the biblical phrase to “cut a covenant.”
d. This blood ritual and logic precedes Israel and is inherited, not invented.

C. Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 22) reflects child sacrifice context (ANE
comparanda)
1. Child sacrifice is well-attested:
a. Phoenician / Punic contexts (Molech traditions).
b. Moabite king Mesha (2 Kings 3) - Crisis offerings to secure divine favor.
c. This story likely reflects an older tradition where child sacrifice was plausible.
d. The story of Abraham/Isaac at Moriah is an attempt to reform, not invent, sacrificial
theology.

Il. The world OF the text: Genesis 22 becomes a pivot text or transition story

A. So, sacrifice is retained, but regulated.
1. From human blood = animal blood.

B. Increasing moral concern regarding blood sacrifice (we discover a move toward justice and
mercy).

1. Prophetic critique (beginning with the angel of the Lord’s intervention on Isaac’s behalf
which signals a migration away from Mesopotamian ritual culture).
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a. Amos 5:21-24 “I hate, | despise your festivals...Even though you offer me your burnt
offerings... | will not accept them...Let justice roll down like waters.”

b. Isaiah 1:11-17 “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? ...Your hands are full
of blood...Cease to do evil, learn to do good.”

c. Micah 6:6—8 “Shall | come before the LORD with burnt offerings...Shall | give my
firstborn for my transgression?...He has told you...do justice, love kindness, walk
humbly.”

d. Ezekiel 20:25-26 “Moreover, | gave them statutes that were not good

and ordinances by which they could not live. | defiled them through their gifts—in
making them offer up all their firstborn—that | might horrify them, so that they might
know that | am YHWH.” (***notice: this is framed as punishment, not solution — not all
divine law is of equal weight - Ezekiel directly challenges any idea that blood
automatically reconciles God and humanity).

C. Summary:

1. Sacrificial blood cannot cleanse immoral behavior. No amount of blood can buy forgiveness.
2. Ethical reform, not ritual, is demanded.

3. Explicit rejection of human sacrifice logic.

D. Hebrew Bible tension:

1. Sacrifice is commanded (Leviticus)
a. Sacrifice is critiqued (e.g., Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, Micah, Ezekiel)
b. Repentance, justice, and mercy increasingly matter more

2. This creates theological instability:
a. If sacrifice doesn’t really please God... why keep doing it?

Ill. The world IN FRONT of the text: The Ongoing tension

A. Is God bloodthirsty? How does this speak to God’s respect for life?

1. N.T. implications: Jesus, did not want sacrifice regulated, but abolished.

2. God did not demand Jesus’s blood to reconcile the world. We did!

3. Jesus chose to speak our language to reconcile our minds back to God (Col. 1:21-22).
4. Jesus doesn’t die because God requires blood

He dies, and blood language is used to say why it mattered

B. Why Sacrificial Language Gets misapplied to Jesus
1. Early Christians draw on Passover lamb imagery.
2. Isaiah’s Suffering Servant — is about Israel, not Jesus.
a. Isaiah 41:8-9 — “Israel, my servant”
b. Isaiah 44:1-2 — “Jacob my servant”
c. Isaiah 49:3 — “You are my servant, Israel”
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d. By the time we reach Isaiah 53, readers already know the servant = Israel (or a faithful
remnant within Israel).
3. Jesus’s execution was political (Rome) and religious (Temple disruption), not appeasement of
God'’s wrath.

C. Why Christians Read It as Jesus

1. Jesus’ execution created a theological crisis.
a. Followers searched Scripture for meaning.
b. Isaiah 53 offered a picture of innocent suffering and vindication after the shame of
execution.

2. This is retrospective interpretation, not prophecy fulfillment.
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